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PENTECOST XV                  SEPTEMBER 13, 2020                      PROPER 19 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. 

Since our Gospel lessons are currently derived primarily from Matthew, let me begin with some 

commentary on this gospel account so as to distinguish it from the other three gospels. We believe that 

this gospel was written in the 80s of the Common Era to a community of Jesus-followers in Antioch of 

Syria. The writer was an anonymous Christian or Jesus-follower of Jewish heritage, and the text reflects 

rabbinic connections. The author no doubt spoke Greek rather than Aramaic (the language of Jesus), 

cted his message pointedly and poignantly to the most pressing problems which plagued the 

 

Jesus is shown in  account to be the Messiah of God who has come not to abrogate the law 

but to fulfill it. The delay in the arrival of the Second Coming required that the community to whom 

the gospel was addressed make adjustments in its expectations. The writer seems to be concerned that 

the central message of Jesus be preserved despite challenges arising in that timeframe. In fact, scholars 

----- a community split over questions of how individual members of the community were 

expected to conduct themselves in the period after the resurrection and ascension of Jesus which had 

taken place some 50 years prior to the writing of this gospel. 

The parable of The Unforgiving (or Unmerciful) Servant appears only in Matthew, and its subject matter 

is forgiveness of sin. Peter asking Jesus how many times one ought to forgive another member of the 

assembly links the first verses here with what comes before 

humility to point up forgiveness as a key expectation of the life of discipleship) as well as linking them 

-

mindedness because other passages depict him in this light, but the fact that he refers to the number 

seven means that he has chosen a number considered holy 

-  

 

Here, once again, we note the cultural context in which repayment of debts was considered comparable 

to forgiveness of sin. n forgiveness is 

removing all the errant arrows that have missed achieving perfection in their aim. When nothing 

e apart, along with whatever is separating us from the love of 

God. 
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In the parable, it is useful to understand the value of different forms of currency at the time. A talent is 

-90 pounds. Ten 

thousand talents would be about 204 metric t the equivalent of about 6,000 denarii, 

t one denarius a day (and) would require a 

day laborer over 164,000 years to repay. The annual salary of King Herod the Great was reportedly 900 

talents: 200 talents being the tax revenue for Galilee and area, 100 talents the tax revenue from the 

regions assigned to his son Philip, and 600 talents the tax revenue for the areas controlled by 

 

Consequently, 10,000 talents vs. 100 denarii provides a vivid contrast and points to the value of 

hyperbole in the recounting of stories in an oral culture. To forgive a debt of 10,000 talents while 

insisting on payment of a mere 100 denarii 

This is, in 

as we also have forgiven 

 That little word as 

abiding forgiveness of us and of our  

This 

forgiveness of God, the necessity of humans forgiving because God forgives, and the warning of 

judgment for those who fail to for

is not said directly, it is quite 

specific geographic region. Such collection agents were blamed for overcharging taxpayers and lining 

their own pockets with the proceeds, but the practice could be quite lucrative if politically unpopular. 

An audience at the time would have picked up on clues in a story to determine such things. The ability 

to do that would have given the story additional depth and interest. 

Many have criticized the parable for depicting God in a very negative light. However, the problem with 

this lies in misreading parables, in expecting them to be mirrors of reality. Parable interpretation, 

 

t fictional 

remains essentially a picture of 
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es to the character of God is present throughout 

formula that one should do unto others what we would have them do to us. And this parable, above all, 

teac

transforms. If (his) mercy does not take root in the heart, it is not experienced. Forgiveness not shown 

 

O God, because without you we are not able to please you, mercifully grant that your Holy Spirit may 

in all things direct and rule our hearts;  through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen 
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